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the requisite shape. One advantage accruing to this form
of procedure is that the rubber can be mixed with sulphur
and subjected afterwards to the more satisfactory steam
vulcanization.
Dress preservers were formerly made usually from cut
sheet and vulcanized, either in the cold cure liquor or in the
hot chamber with chloride of sulphur. Of late years, how-
ever, they have been made of greater stability by using
rolled sheet steam vulcanized. Balata has also supplanted
rubber a good deal in this branch. Certain American
factories have produced these goods by various processes,
one being the compound proofing of stockinette, and have
enjoyed greater popularity for their products than have
European makers, though to judge by the output of a large
French factory this supremacy is being stoutly challenged.
Now that tailors are using these hygienic adjuncts so largely,
especially for uniforms, the business is likely to prove an
increasing one, and the article is more suitably described
by its French equivalent of sous-bras, than by the term
commonly employed in England and America. The import-
ance of neutrality in the finished product needs no emphasis,
and effectual means to secure this must be employed whore
chloride of sulphur is the vulcanizing agent.
Cut sheet rubber, as used in the card-clothing manufacture,
deserves a special paragraph, because it is made by a procoBH
different from that which has been described above. Card
clothing, it may be advisable to explain, is used in the rotary
carding machines of cotton and wool spinning mills. For
its specific uses books on the textile manufactureB Bhould be
consulted, but in general form it consists of layers of cotton
cloth faced with india-rubber through which short steel wires